Rev. Charles R. O’'Hara, Pastor & Rev. Donato P. Silveri, In Residence
DECEMBER 10, 2023

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

MASSES
Daily Monday - Friday at 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM, Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:00 (streamed) & 11:00 AM
Confession
Saturday, 3:00 - 4:00 PM

y RS .
> - OFFICE HOURS

Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

ﬁ . Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
.
| 13T SATURDAY DEVOTION & MAsS
y . 7:20 AM Rosary followed by Mass
. ADORATION OF THE BLESSED $ACRAMENT
' Daily from 8 AM until 7 PM
BAPTISMS
: s

Sundays at 12:15 PM by appointment
Baptismal Prep by appointment
MINISTRY TO THE $ICK
Those unable to attend Mass due to illness should
call the Rectory to make arrangements to receive
Holy Communion.
Hospitalization
If a family member is hospitalized, please inform
the Rectory so that we may remember them in
our prayers.
MARRIAGE
Couples contemplating marriage must contact the
priest af least 6 months in advance to maoke
an appointment to discuss marriage preparations.
EDUCATION
The readings for next Sunday are shared Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
here to give you a chance to meditate Andrea Jackowski, Director
on them in preparation for Mass. 610-850-4228
. stjosephprep@comcast.net
1" Reading: Catecheis of the Good Shepherd (CGS)
Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11 Anne Pulsifer, Formation Leader
Luke: 484-431-5156 cgsstjoseph@comcast.net
1: 46- 48, 49_50, 53-54 Holy Family Catholic School
nd . 221 Third Avenue, Phoenixville
2 Regdmg: Mrs. Jennifer D’Amelio, Principal
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 610-933-7562
Gospel: myholyfamilyschool.org
$T. VINCENT DE PAuL HOTLINE
John 1: 6-8, 19-18 For those in need call 484-447-8947

1st

3640 SCHUYLKILL ROAD, SPRING CITY, PA T PH: 610.948.7760 T FAX: 610.948.8509
WWW.STJOSEPHSPRINGCITY.COM T ST.JOES@COMCAST.NET
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Christmas Pageant Practices TODAY Sunday December i v/_h
10th at 2pm in the Church. ( / £ -2 .
MASS Tntentions
o N Qg N

ALL St. Joseph Parish children in grades K-3 are S

. —
welcome to be a part of our annual Christmas Pageant
presentation December 22nd. For more information please Monday Steven Silicato

contact stjosephprep@comcast.net December 11 Req. by Steve & Julia Ohrwaschel

2" Annual

Tuesday Michael O'Hara
December 12 Req. by Nancy John

Wednesday Helen Pulaski
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH December 13 Req. by The Family
Spring City
December 14, 2023
6:00 pm

Thursday Betty Tuscai

]
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! December 14 Req. by Her Husband James

Come and sing some of your favorite Christmas

songs in church
Led by Jacob and his Elves Friday
Followed by Christmas Cookies in the Narthex December 15

Millie Coburn
Req. by Ruth Coburn

P Aag &
1he .“
—— Tik | vil)
MLNISTIRY oY L
Leslie Mike
Megan Caroline Dec 9
Joe Gianna 4:30 - H Coggins 4:30 - K Martorana
Dec 10 Dec 17
Jacob Kathy 7:30 - A Jackowski 7:30 - C Staab
) 9:00 - B Keeley 9:00 - ) Michael
Rich 11:00 - M Arnold 1:00 - S Lorenca
Bulletin Date Date Due The SaCf?'/";?d
Bulletin Submission %W 7
D ber 24 - D ber 11 Schedule
ecember - becember . . . e o
_ Please submit any Eucharistic Minister Schedule
items for the bulletin to
December 31 - December 18 St.Joes@comcast.net Dec 9 Dec 16
*Please note exceptions pecd peclo .
to deadlines due to 4:30 - K Cabot 4:30 - C Narducci
lanuary 7 - December 23 holiday press schedules | Dec 10 Dec 17
in red 7:30 - K Thum 7:30 - P Power
January 14 - January 3 9:00 - S Prestia 9:00 - N Horning
11:00 - A Benton 1:00 - M Arnold
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WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY

Masses 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am

CGS Level | 8:45 am

PREP every other Sunday 8:45 am

PREP Confirmation Class 6:00 pm
MONDAY

Mass 8:00 am
TUESDAY

Mass 8:00 am

CGS Level | - 9:00 am

CGS Level Il - 4:30 pm

CGS Level lll - 6:25 pm

Holy Hour & Devotion - 6:00 pm
WEDNESDAY

Mass 8:00 am
THURSDAY

Mass 8:00 am

FRIDAY

Mass 8:00 am
SATURDAY

Confession 3:00 - 4:00 pm

Vigil Mass 4:30 pm

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE:
Vigil Mass 7:00 pm

Holy Day:
8:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm

BUVENTS & PROGRAMS

SUNDAY, December 10
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Pageant Practice Prep Grades 1,2,3 - Church
MONDAY, December 11
7:00 pm - Knights of Columbus - Trailer 3
TUESDAY, December 12
7:00 pm - Men’s Spirituality Group Meeting - Trailer 1
7:00 pm - Servants of Mary - Narthex
WEDNESDAY, December 13
7:00 pm - Holy Hour/Reconciliation - Church
THURSDAY, December 14
6:00 pm - Christmas Caroling - Church
SUNDAY, December 17
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Pageant Practice Prep Grades 1,2,3 - Church
MONDAY, December 18
7:00 pm - Knights of Columbus - Trailer 1

Sings of great joy, which 5
?’oﬁ(\ 'qu - : jo//beh

Christmas Eve December 24, 2023
4:00 pm. 7:00 pm & Midnight

Christmas Day December 25. 2023
8:30 am & 11:00 am

New Year’s Eve December 31, 2023
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am & 7:00
pm

Solemnity of Mary January 1, 2024
8:00 am

Christmas Mass Schedule

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

The angel Gabriel tells Mary that her Son will be named Jesus, which means
“God saves.” Gabriel goes on to tell her that the child will be called “Son of
the Most High”, which is a title for God and indicates that no one is higher,
more exalted, or more powerful. In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
atrium, the children love to proclaim all the wonderful names that tell us
about the identity of this Child. Read Luke 1:30-33.

For more information contact Anne Pulsifer
484-431-5156 or cgsstjoseph@comcast.net
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Weekly Advent Holy Hour
7pm — Wednesdays of Advent

On Advent Wednesday evenings our St.
Joseph Church will call us to come out from
the darkness of night into the Light of Christ.

This week we pray for Peace. In prayer, bring
to this week’s hour all who need peace-
children, grandchildren, nation, world,
ourselves. In the peaceful quiet of this sacred
time let us seek the healing presence of the
Blessed Sacrament and, through the
opportunity for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, experience the mercy and
forgiveness of our Saving Lord.

REDNER™S

EP‘LJ.‘:‘J I rrrer ek

BIMNCE 1970

THANK YOU!

You have contributed $1707 through the Redner’s Save-
A-Tape Shopper’s Club! Please continue to bring your
receipts in to St. Joseph and drop them in the container
in the Narthex under the Television! We receive a
portion back from all your purchases. If you are NOT a
member of Redner’s Save-A-Tape Shopper’s Club,
please consider joining-stop at their customer service
desk for information.

Our goal for 2023 is $2,000 - We are very close to our
goal! can you help us get there?

The professional musical ensemble, GAUDEAMUS, is
pleased to announce their upcoming Christmas concert
series. All concerts are free and open to the public, with a
free-will donation benefiting various charities. The concert
series includes:

Epiphany of Our Lord Church in Plymouth Meeting-
Sunday, December 10 at 7 P.M. (Joined by the
Valley Forge Chorale) This concert will be live-
streamed.

St. Francis of Assisi Church in Norristown- Friday,
December 15 at 7 P.M.

For more information, please visit the Gaudeamus website
at www.letusrejoice.org.

Children’s Advent
Celebration

Sunday, December 17, 2023
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

National Centre for Padre Pio
111 Barto Road - Barto, PA

Celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent with some
funand faith-filled activities at the National Centre
for Padre Pio. Invite your young children,
grandchildren, Godchildren, or nieces and
nephews. Older siblings are welcome to join their
younger siblings to act as their Guardian Angel.
We'll view a movie on the big screen, read a story,
enjoy a “Meet and Greet™ with Saint Nicholas himself,
complete a simple craft project, and eat a sweet
treat!

There is no cost to attend this Advent
Celebration for Children; however, it is a
ticketed event. Register at www.padrepio.org
by clicking on the event calendar for December
I7%. Registration opens on November 17,
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IN THE MIDST OF
DARKNESS - PEACE

At every Mass after the Our Father we pray
that the Lord will “graciously grant peace in
our days...”

And in these days we pray with much
intensity for PEACE: for our world, our
country, our families, ourselves.

THE FIRST ONE — HOPE
THE SECOND ONE — PEACE

I’'ve spent a lot of time
thinking about the themes
of our Advent candles -
especially when staring at
totally blank computer
screen that needs to

=8 become next week’s
article!

It’s a lovely problem, really, especially if your
desire is to share something of God. The
sweet pressure leads you much more deeply
into the Wonder of your topic.

For example — our second Advent candle is
the Candle of Peace.

That got me thinking how do Candles 1 and 2
connect? Why does Peace come after Hope?

It seems that to be at Peace in God
| must first seek to deepen my Hope,
my Trust in Him.

To rest in Peace with God

— | must first rest in Him in Hope.

PEACE: RESTING IN TRUST

These thoughts brought
me to this “ancient” -— -
photo. It is yours truly, in ’f,a A
the midst of a lively, loud, ”
Italian family, my mother’s 4
family, for my father was in the Pacific of
WWII. Here is an image of perfect PEACE:
resting, “nesting”, in absolute TRUST that

grandmom, mom, aunt, and young uncle are
watching over me.

PEACE: BROKEN AND RESTORED

We were made to rest, to “nest” in God, to
“nest” in one another: to live in hope, in trust,
and so, to be at peace.

Yet, we live in a world where trust is often
broken, peace shattered, by the great
disrupter of peace - sin and evil.

Sin brings a Darkness darker than any winter
night. Advent, with great HOPE, in the midst
of darkness, proclaims the Reality of the Light
of Lights.

Christ’s great gift of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
lifts our darkness. In this
Sacrament, available to us
every Saturday and now in _
Advent every Wednesday evening, asks us
first to TRUST, to give God our Darkness, and
then receive and experience the Light and
Wholeness of His PEACE.

“The night is nearly over; the day is almost
here...put aside the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light.” Rom.13:12

teomeiliatien

S. MARY ANN
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SHALKOP GRACE STRUNK iDIARCANGELO David A. Mega
FUNERAL HOME LAWN CARE OWM James C. Kova es}{{i

il REMIUM MULCH — L AV
AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC. ' “ PREMIUM MULGH _ Joseph K. Koury
Your Parish Funeral Home y M Free Estimates & Deliveries oD ll W : Mem, of the Diocese
harles H. Shalkop, ED. _ . Celebrating over 40 Years Of Business onne e1SS 347 Brid: St t, Suite 200
o IRl ..
obert W. Strun. r. ED. > ocal Diocese Member .
Supervisor, Parishioner c:fStA Joseph 610) 948-7672 (610) 495-5383 & Mattel’ P.C. 610-917-9347 www.owmlaw.com

SUBUREBAN EFLECTRIC CATTERMOLE-~
CONTRACTORS, INC. KLOTZBACH

Residential » Commercial * Installations Funeral Home

Troubleshooting » References Available Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv. C

- FUNERAL HOME &
610-792-2600 cei: 610-256-4688 Joshua T. Klotzbach, FD
Thomas J. Michinock - Diocese Member ) 610’9'48'7330 CREMATION CENTER) LTD
Tomsecinpa@gmail.com ‘Washington St. at Sixth Ave., Royersford, PA

Stowe oil Ins 1110 DR. TIMOTHY CILL YOUR CHOICE IN FUNERAL HOMES
610-327-3744 MOTOR GROUP INTERGRATED SURGICAL ROYERSFORD TRAPPE

14 Quinter St., Stowe, PA 19464 Quahty Pre-owned SPECIALISTS 329 N. Lewis Rd. | 610-948-1950 595 Main St. | 610-831-1940
The Dependable L.’oca{ oil Cars & Trucks SPORTS MEDICINE/ORTHOPEDICS Gregg S. Catagnus, Supy. Michael M. Kinney, Supv.

Company. 610-948-4620 Pottstown/Elverson Offices R
premiermotorgroup.com| 610.396.5163 2. www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

Neighboring Parishioner F sl  Family Owned and
@ AVONTI Iy
Plumbing and Drain Experts

Operated Since 1987
WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL PLUMBING & DRAINS

Water Conditioning - Sewer Replacements - Sewer Lining
Camera Inspections - Toilets - Water Heaters - Pumps

610-489-2111
www.PaPlumbingAndDrains.com

PROPANE - HEATING OIL - HVAC - SERVICE
383 Schuylkill Rd.

FREE INSPECTION

Licensed & Insured

00

da p
RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.

WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
FOUNDATION REPAIR « MOLD REMEDIATION

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

1 _888_5DRY_TECH MOLD REMEDIATION P'QZe1"9ii?<'>'e
FOUNDATION REPAIR |£& ENERGY P e10983.0150

www.DryTechCorp.com

ACTune Up ravants@XpressEnergyPA.com - www.XpressEnergyPA.com

215-427-1727 Quality Catholic Education for Students

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com t in Preschool through 8th Grade

Family Restaurant
3563 Schuylkill Rd., Spring City
610-948-8290 EEE
All Day :

Breakfast « Lunch « Dinner :

Imadividhunl

On-site before & after
school care

15t Century learning

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!
Pennsylve

DISCOUNT ON Scholarships & tuition
* www mybolyinmilyschoal oy

assistance available!

B U R IAL S PAC E CatholicMateh.com/dateP A E10-830.7362 1 221 ind Ave, Phoenixville

Thomas Hopkins, ChFC®, CFP®, CLU®
WELLS Advi Senior Financial Advisor
V1SOrs
FARGO Managing Director - Investments

Masters in Financial Planning

STEAM ewrrienlum

610.692.2292  ROLLING GREEN

) : N " CEMETERY
PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com Tel 610-251-5918 | Cell 215-901-8491 | tom.hopkins@wellsfargo.com

*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location F wu{w.wfa.dwsor_s.(.;omltom.hopkms Investment and Insurance Products:
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be Neighboring Parishioner NOT FDIC Insured / NO Bank Guarantee / MAY Lose Value
combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family. Wells Fargo Advisors s a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC

'01-

f" KenCrest

Your Dreams. Our Mission.

24 East Lancaster Avenue | Paoli, PA 19301

LEEED ELIAVE T GG LT Al SHARE YOUR HEART,
It Our 4th Decade of Quality Service SHARE YOUR HOME.

L L R e i Becomea Lifesharing provider!

All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Scan the QR code to getin
touch with our staff today.

x Make a difference in people’s
qG  lives and in your community.

042 St. Joseph Church, Spring City, PA John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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